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Praise the Lord the seasons continue to change.  

The seasons are changing in a couple of ways.    

On June 7
th
, we will begin in person worship services in the 

church. The details of the worship services and frequently 
asked questions and answers are listed in this newsletter. 
Each week, for this new season, we will have 5 worship 
services.   

On June 8
th
, we will begin a revamped ministry called 

Compassion Cafe Express.   Nashville Methodist Church 
will feed hungry people five days a week for the Summer.   

Our KidSpace Summer Camp staff and our nursery staff 
have graciously agreed to be redeployed into additional 
and new work areas.   

The worship services will look and feel differently, people 
will be picking up food through the church portico, and  
people will be doing different tasks.  

This new season is upon us. Please be patient, flexible, 
and prayerful 

Please work together during this new (hopefully short)  
season to love God, love our neighbors, and glorify God.   

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Scott Dodson 

 

 

 



Beginning June 7th, Nashville UMC will enter into a new season of corporate worship. 
We do not know how long this season will last, but we do know that we will joyfully 
serve the Lord in the midst of it! We pray that this body of Christ will continue to love 
the Lord and be flexible as we navigate these uncharted waters. Many of the following 
decisions are rooted out of love for our neighbor. We ask that if you feel sick, have any 
symptoms, or are hesitant to come and worship corporately - please view the service 
online at 9:30am. We also ask that when gathered together, you love your neighbor the 
way in which they wish to be loved (meaning, not everyone will want to be greeted with 
a handshake or hug). We are grateful for the opportunity to worship together and hope 
these FAQs will be a helpful resource as we prepare our hearts for this new season.  

Services will be as follows: 
8:00am Contemporary Service in Braswell Hall 
9:30am Contemporary Service in Braswell Hall 
11:00am Traditional Service in the Sanctuary 

4:00pm Contemporary Service in Braswell Hall 
6:00pm Traditional Service in the Sanctuary 

Below is a list of questions and answers to help us navigate through this season of 
worship services. 

Q: Will live streaming continue? 
A: Yes. The 9:30am service will continue to be live streamed.  

Q: Are masks required? 
A: Masks are not required, but you may wear them if you wish.  

Q: Will social distancing take place? 
A: Chairs will be set up for appropriate social distancing to take place in Braswell Hall. 
We will ask the congregation to spread out for social distancing to occur in the 
Sanctuary.  

Q: Will attendance be limited at each service? 
A: Yes. We will limit attendance to allow for safe social distancing. We are offering 
many services to accommodate all who would like to join us! 

Q: How will we limit attendance? 
A:  We are asking the congregation to sign up for the services through our website: 
WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET. You’ll receive a confirmation email when you sign up and we 
ask you to come worship with a joyful heart. If you are unable to sign up for your first 
choice because the service is full, we ask that you sign up for a different service and 
attend with a joyful heart. Please include the total number of people attending when 
registering. New registrations will be available on Mondays. 

 

 



Q: What do I do if I don’t have the internet? 
A: Please call the church office at 252.459.7178 and we will be happy to sign you up 
for the service of your choosing.  

Q: What if I sign up for a service and then can’t come? 
A: If something happens and you are unable to attend, we kindly ask that you go back 
to the Eventbrite confirmation email and follow the steps to cancel or call the office. 

Q: Will there be cleaning in between each service? 
A: Yes. There will be a cleaning crew that will clean and sanitize after each service.  

Q: Where will I park? 
A: Please use the parking lot by the Church Office (Hilliard Street) as well as the 
parking lot by the Bus Garage. 

Q: Where should I enter the church? 
A: Please enter the church on the Hilliard Street side and come into the Gathering 
Area.  

Q: Will I be greeted? 
A: Kira, the Director of Welcoming Ministries, and her team will be outside under a tent 
in the courtyard to greet you and your family. 

Q: Will there be bulletins? 
A: Yes. There will be bulletins on a table in the Gathering Area for you to pick up on 
your way in to the service. 

Q: Will there be coffee? 
A: We will not be providing coffee, but practicing BYOC. If you’re a coffee drinker, 
please bring your own.  

Q: Will the bathrooms be open? 
A: Yes. Don’t forget to wash your hands! 

Q: Will there be nursery? 
A: Unfortunately, we cannot provide a safe nursery environment during this season as 
it is nearly impossible to practice appropriate social distancing. Please know the 
services will be shorter and we highly encourage you to bring your children to the 
services and worship together as a family unit.  

Q: Will there be children’s church? 
A: We will not remove the children from the services for “children’s church.” However, 
there will still be a children’s message! Again, this is a great opportunity for families to 
worship together.   

Q: Will there be music? 
A: Yes! The Traditional Services will receive special music (with no choir). The 
Contemporary Services will receive special music from the praise band.  



Q: What about congregational singing? 
A: We are kindly asking for people to consider not singing along with the hymns or the 
praise music. This request comes from our love of neighbor as congregational singing has 
been shown to spread the virus more than some other aspects of worship. We are 
changing our entire worship service in order to be safe, but still glorify God. While this 
hurts our hearts, because singing is one of the ways we worship God, it is not the only 
way. Not singing together does not mean that we cannot worship together. Keep in mind, 
this is a season that will eventually end. Our church is blessed with great musicians who 
will glorify God in all of the services.  

Q: How will offering be received? 
A: There will be a collection box placed near the altar. When the offering is called for, we 
ask that a family member come and place the offering in the collection box.  

Q: Will there be passing of the peace? 
A: We will be passing the peace through smiles, not handshakes or hugs.  

Q: Will we celebrate Holy Communion? 
A: Not for this short season. 

Q: Will there be Altar Ministry? 
A: The altar is always open. Please be aware of social distancing. However, if your heart 
is burning to speak to a pastor, please let us know and we will meet with you privately in 
the parlor to abide by social distancing.  

Q: What about Sunday School? 
A: There will not be any live, in person, Sunday school classes on Sunday mornings. We 
are making this decision to limit the number of people in the building due to safety 
reasons. However, you can meet with your group on other days by contacting the church 
office to reserve a room. We hope you will take advantage of Zoom or Google Hangouts 
as well.  

One of our most active missions in our community is  
Compassion Café. NUMC and partnering churches share 
over 10,000 meals per year to those needing food and  
fellowship. Unfortunately, COVID-19 has put that ministry 
on hold. We know that people are more in need than ever, 
not only for a hot meal—but also for a friendly face and the 
love of Jesus. 

On June 8 we will launch Compassion Café Express,  
which will serve hot take-out meals through our drive 

through at the Collins St. entrance. We’ll be open Monday-Friday from 11:30am-
12:30pm. This ministry will operate for several months until we can  
hopefully begin serving again at the bus garage. 

Coordinators for this ministry are Amy Dodson, Anna Whitehead, and Katherine 
McKeel. If you would like to volunteer to help, contact Katherine at 252-904-7676. 



 

 

It has been such a joy to watch the NUMC 
food pantry grow as it has – beginning 
with a simple idea, growing into a weekly 
grocery drop off, and it continues to gain 
steam each week in the way that it builds 
and serves our community.  

Initially, the food collected was shuttled to 
other local ministries, who distributed it 
accordingly. It has now grown (thanks to the amazing help and collaboration with our 
local Elementary School) so that we are able to deliver groceries to thirteen households 
in need in our local community. From a grandmother caring for her grandchild, to a 
packed house with five children in the home - the households we serve are truly  
diverse.  

These families have shown such warm gratitude and kindness in our visits -  
expressions so precious to the Lord - that we find ourselves humbled in how big God is 
as he so carefully knits community together amidst a challenging crisis that has affect-
ed the entire globe. What an amazing reminder, not only of just how big God is, but 
also how personal he is.  

God cares deeply about each and every one of the children and family members  
present in each of these homes, just as he cares deeply for each of the volunteers who 
has helped make these efforts possible – from donating the food, to shopping, sorting, 
packing, delivering, making phone calls, and it goes on. God is big! Our mighty and 
vast Creator continues to shape our world through shaping each of us in it, and  
specifically through how we will choose to relate to others along the way.  

We can choose to lean into the fears that so easily well up in times like these, or we 
can choose to live into His hope and His promise.  

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering,  
for he who promised is faithful.” – Hebrews 10:23 

 

During the time of quarantine, volunteers have been calling our Church Family 
and Friends. New relationships have been forming! If you have an exciting 
story, conversation, or testimony that you feel led to share about the people 
you have been calling or calls you have received, please email me your story. 
We would like to share it in the newsletter for next month. 

In His Love, 
Kira Lanfranchi 
kira@nashvilleumc.net 



2020 YTD Average Attendance 

8:30 Contemporary Worship: 263 
11:00 Contemporary Worship: 96 

11:00 Traditional Worship: 87 
Sunday Night Youth Worship: 55 

Sunday Night Children’s Worship: 101 

Average of all Services: 676 

Includes special services (including Revival) 

 and those on retreats & mission trips. 

 



 

Medical/Other: Micah Reams, Steve Ward, Ella Sessoms (Dawn White’s mother), 
Lena & her mother (Belarusian friends of Lynne Hobbs), Donna (Dianne Broom’s 
sister), Jeannette Shaw, Carolyn Hockaday, Gary Zimmerman, Eva Gray, Yuliya 
Naumenko (Belarusian daughter of Mary Lou & Scott Braswell), Jordan Foreman (friend 
of Jackie Swindell), Julie Whitehead (Pastor Luke’s mother), Brooklyn and Mac Long, 
Pattie Mercer, Ed Bass, Raymond Batchelor, Scott Braswell, Thomas Hathaway, Jr., 
Nancy Bidwell. 
(*Medical/Other prayers remain listed for a maximum of 4 weeks. Please contact the office if prayers are 
needed longer.) 

Homebound/Retirement Homes: Mike Jackson, Carolyn Pappas. 

Those Serving in the Military: Austen Bowling, Ray Benitez, MacGyver Nethercutt, 
Nigel Briggs, Donnie Mosley, Matthew Pope, Laura Collier, Codie Younger, Chellie 
Cannon, Steve Speares, Trey Matthews, Adam Moore. 

All Prayer Requests with detailed information are sent out via email and voicemail. 
Contact the church office to be added to either distribution list. 

prayers 
Do you have a prayer request or 
want to pray for those in need? Join 
our Prayer Chain.  

Contact our office at 459-7178 or 
info@nashvilleumc.net to be added 
to the email or phone distribution list. 

Submit prayer requests to 252-459-
7178 or info@nashvilleumc.net. Join 
our Prayer Warriors on Tuesday 
mornings at 7am in the Parlor for 
Prayers with the Pastor. They pray 
for our community, country, and all 
prayer requests in the church. 

Nashville United Methodist Church 

@nashvilleUMCNC 

get connected 
Get schedules for Children, Youth, and Adults at our 
Information Centers located at both entrances. You will 
also find brochures on various ministry groups, Church 
Council Minutes, and more. 

Save a tree and postage costs by receiving your  
newsletter via email or view the newsletter anytime at 
www.NashvilleUMC.net. 

To schedule a church event, complete the church event 
form at WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES and submit 
to info@nashvilleumc.net 

HELP WANTED 

If you enjoy working with young children, have a desire to teach, and  
show children the love of Christ, the Weekday School is hiring two assistants.  
One is for the two year old class and one is for our PreK/four year old class. 

Hours are Monday - Friday, 8:30-12:30.  
Experience with young children will be helpful.  

Send your resume to Denise Calloway at school@nashvilleumc.net. 

mailto:school@nashvilleumc.net
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